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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. rOJLfiON ‘ 

;* MR. DE LOACH 

. MR. R06EN 

MR. BffHOP ' 

MR. SULLIVAN 

Whll« talking to Attorn*/ General Ramsey Clark on another matter. . 
be asked bow tho James Earl Ray Investigation looked now. I said I thought 
It was more or less stymied In legal technicalities In Great Britain an U ha* 
to go through a long proceea on **tf sdltiou. I coitwirnted tlmt, of course, tho 
lawyer who has gone over to represent Ray Is a loruicr FBI Agent: that he Is fc 

no good and was the attorney iu the tire. Viola Liuazo case, Lut, of course, P 

w# got convictions la tint, but tils lawyer lias always Loon strougly pro-Klan. /0 / 

1 said he was Mayor of Birmingham, Alabama, at ono time and at that time (/V 
he was a strong supporter of "Lull" Connor and I thought It rlguif leant that 
Ray sliouid get a fellow woo hen certainly a strong smell uf the Kina about him. 

I said be dentes that ho la a l-'l&nsman or that ho ever attended any of their 
masting* and he clalina he docs n A know how Ray came to ask I'T him as his 
lawyer. 1 said that Rn j claim? he read about him In the newspaper when ho 
was la the penitentiary In llirnourL The Attorney General said he does not J 
see how Ray would remember that. I agreed and Lokl the Attorney General ( 
that the lawyer and his son, who Is a partner, went over to England and we 
alerted our London Office to alert the British as to Ms background wo they 
would know with whom they arc dealing. 

Th# Attorney General asked how long ago the fellow was with the 
Dureau and 1 stated it amrt have been before tho v/ar. Tlie Attorney General 
then asked how long he was with the Bureau ?.nd I told him about three years 
•ad that be then weut Into the practice ol law and got Into politics In Birmingham 
and, as I had said, ha was a wry strong supporter of ••Bull” Connor In the use 
of police dogs, ct cotera. In civil rights matters. 1 sakl he was the lawyer 
la tbs Lhiuo case and won In the local court and then it went Into tho Federal 
court on civil rights and he lost. I sa id he has made many public statements 
against Martin Luther Ling when King was living and be has strong animosity 
against King and against Kennedy. 1 said It was significant that he Is tho 
attorney selected by Ray to represent him in the trial In this country. 1 said 
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bm doer not Intend to ask for a change of venue il he is to be tried In Memphis. 
Tho Attorney General asked U we were getting any evidence that Ray had 
somebody hel p i n g him and supporting him and X told him none whatsoever. 

X said we were chocking various lines as to Ray and Slrhan Sir ban in the 
Robert F. Kennedy case as to the mysterious woman In the pantry oi the 
Ambassador Hotel and so lor they have all fallen through. 1 eald the girl 
la the 81rhan case has refused to take a lie deteetor test, but 1 thought the 
police were going to give her one although so far ehe has refused to take one. 
The Attorney General asked if this were the woman in the polka dot dress »«< 

X told him 11 was the one who claimed she sa # the woman in the polka dot dress 
The Attorney General said he had read the report on her and got the feeling 
“ w un b alanced. I commented that she was seeking publicity. 



it 

I continued that wc axo also checking as to who was with Slrhan 
Slrhan at the rifle range when he was practicing with the revolver as well 
as persons with him when he bought tho ammunition. I staled la these 
instances they were men. 



I stated that In Ray's case, we have not found a single angle that 
would Indi ca te a conspiracy. I said the only significant thing Is the money 
ho had and which ho spent freely In paying bills and I thought that could have 
been obtained from a bank robbery. The Attorney General sold that If we 
could show he robbed the bank at Alton, it would be helpful. I said we are 
working on that because he was paying his bills with $80 bills up to hi* arrest. 

X said on the other hand he stayed at flop houses and never stayed at a first- 
c lase hotel but at the same time he spent, 1 thought, $1200 or more In buying 
guns and the car, which I thought was $1800, and then he took dancing lessons, 
bartender lessons, and lessons In picking locks, and that Ls why 1 think security 
Is so exceedingly important not only in England but on the way back to this 
country and when lie gets here. 

*w%*. . .V. 

The Attorney General commented that ho hoped my men can bring 
him back sod asked If that were satisfactory. 1 told him It was and that I 
would be strongly of the opinion, unless there is a compelling reason to the 
contrary, that he ought to be brought back by military plane; that 1 could not 
aee any difference between a military plane, a Cunard liner, or Pan American; 
and on the Military plane we would have our Agents and have Ray confined with 
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»oi 4 1 thought he should be lauded at th# hI*J? •!* t ®** c * pe ***** b® can- I 
the regular airport. The Attorney oiw^l we^CwSI 4 ’ *“* “° l 

tentative oC the Memphis Police lioart^nt J? -ho " ld » ^epre- 

would not think so l«id “ « board or not, and I said t 

Wo Ira. the Brill J.M airra. wtf^nT 1 ^. 64 r **‘ WM “ >1 » <or WJag 

COUcr at the airport la Meraphto onMrtroTl^Uo ^“li ''.^ 1 ". 1118 K “ n I ,llU 
only" basis so there win k- 1 w arrival, but to do It almost on an "eyes 

where the mmtary 6 pian« sbo^^Li'in^* ^ t'° ndon rnd 1 that la 

S~~E™f4i€§^-S=?r 

::*?i=Ss T; 1 i-“ 7 “- , =" 

« « ™»«d be charged It wan done thi F«S?al oSJ^-V horrUUe **** 

aSSS^^ST 

aa I think It is imi«w tn „„ , ,, incarceration, if he Is ever crtradlted 

SS&ttJSXKE: *;£• ^ «&i‘ - twES HSS5L 

•poaelbuit, .. „ hat* doe, .rarjtM* 
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Uinmor, j/ .n7t J « G T ral gtated ^ Attorney General Fred 

VJa^o, Jr., will be going back over to England Monday airrhi aa S^„“ 

S.crot|U7 and our Ambassador asked thathc come bS. Ha g?J tl,?™ V, 
U “ lt W b ® * P ' ,6dcd u *> becauaa of th« strong feeling In tbS 



tMtter kh.n I u!il ttaraey C ' Beiai Mk «‘ l U»«;a M * 'bought a military piano la 

commercial plane and 1 **ui I old because wh^you 

i JT? » cUJ piaue ' ,ou Wuuio * «*». unlesc you put a mUitarr 
^ ■"“*« 00 "“**• putting a nttlttarj crjw on a ^ 
or xUglM! : 1 * akl 1 C(,uId “Ot eee any legal difficulty aa the method 

mS^SZS^ST mach c ^ r T C9 " t0 th * l ** u * 01 ** 

tliSta* u. n, l JJSi ' co '" r " mt ’‘ 1 ‘‘O ‘*<1 b«n 

7,”7v_ uuier any. A aald he is u dangerous man ana haa proven hi map if 
£ wlSd!?? 7. ue '****«* ^ai iou. part* ux Lie worio an 1 thoi^lit ^ 
S"?* ff 1,niaa9i8 ^ J<“» Uiu *««**» uxics uid he nad piamsto go 
^ W<W * “«*«» •**"» l» around lor acmitaweeJSd 

SISSS 1 r 1 “*• never boon able To pll 

up what ho «aa doing for tue balance of the time. 1 a aid he ia a slim**™ 

^swuindiTidual^aud he la must contemptuous in manner ana acUu^wtth 

.. on * u ^ ^ over there. I caid another Lmig auout L e Brlllah ia 

1 , 7 00 “ U J ““<* Mybeuy vk,iUiw to u .« UU B m JiU, out that 

v . . t pructdu re. ih* Attorney U^aeial couimcal^d Out it is 

«te»?l!ll y 1 ,Wid 1 Ulou ^ bt ^ P^rkoa * tan big a prlauner ought to bo 

TnlTailr 4 ^ 7 iinally did, out they alwaye talk about traditions over there ^ 
The Attorney General commented tnat they were about as strict as anyoody on 
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and « a ** * veey flerloufl b^ohlem In moving this felloi 

.SSli^ m “ W * h VV 7 cur « fuU J laid out plana and take him into the 
an^n™ hi I.hf ^! mph < !. a f d £rrimct 10 turn 11101 oveT to Holloman and then 
** CU * t ° dy °* Police. The Attorney General 

aald he hoped my men were working on that so we will be ready and I told 
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be need. ltidV^U£T^.‘^‘i^7 We U '°" c “ fv ** “>• “*« “me. 

» SLWsra rS? 2 * 

5E2!£!^!£^£^ ®5p! &ZSZ3222? 
T»^tSS £$?£?£ ss " u, “ 1 a 1 r* w •“• ■ b <>« “• 

cr iminal in the usual «m» hi>» a _ ^ Wl P* a man *ho la not an ordinary 

Ih. Attorney General eahl Lo^i. •*'*««'•'* «*• 

klUed - - 1 * *^ d 81 f 5 i « Slrhan In a dtllerenl lndlyldual as he la a >.--- 
I sahl I Ih^^y to a MeilSSSIfJ'S , B * 7 ** f *“ Unrt ncnee. 

SSiSSSS^SSSS^S- 

might be associated »iih hi*' ***! w * f*® not 11108 ^8 °ur minds that other* 
iTa^ru be associated with him and we have to run down overy lead. 
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Is s problem for the psychiatrists but the/ are apparently doing little to cure 
them, but they are mentally unbalanced. The Attorney General said It Is a 
public gaiety problem now. I said I do not favor the view that the country 
Is depraved and all that. I said I think we have a great block of line people 
la this country; that there may be some depraved citizens, but It Is not a 
depraved aoclcty. The Attorney General said he thought there was too ‘much 
emphasis today In the press that society is sick; that It Is the fashionable 
thing to do. 

I said I hoped the new Commission the President has appointed 
will keep a balanced viewpoint as to that because the other Commission 
went 1 st astray in regard to whits racism. I said there Is racism but not as 
predominantly as the Kerner Commission found it to be* The Attorney 
General said he had never found it so. I said as an example take the meeting 
yesterday (Solidarity Day); that more than 50% oi those who attended were white 
and It was not predominantly Negro. The Attorney General said that was 
surprising to him and he felt better to see It that way. 1 said thi« shows 
that white racism Is not as predominant as wo have been led to believe. 

I said i hope the Elsenhower Commission when they get around to their 
finding* view It with an unemotional attitude. The Attorney General said 
there are some good people on the Commission. I said It seems it should 
be done without emotionalism or crying fire. I said I get annoyed with the 
editorials about our sick society as 1 do not believe there is such a thing 
la this country although there are some sick citizens. The Attorney General 
said that If I could make this point In the Law Enforcement Bulletin on the 
Director's page, he thought It would be helpful. 1 said I have been working 
on that Just recently; that the Idea was given to me by McGill of the Atlanta 
Constitution. I said he had a fine editorial about the attacks on the 161 
because we hod not found the King murderer after two months and the cracks 
that we were not trying to find him and then he quotod several verses of the 
Bible which portrayed Christ as not Interested In the poor, but It showed 
again that there Is always an effort to tear down and destroy. 1 commented 
that I thought there was a tendency to debunk our Patriots In history. 1 said 
It was that sort of thing that 1 thought drove President Johnson from running 
for a second term and the Attorney General agreed. 
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1 mentioned the Students lor s Democratic Society as a minority 
group dominating and the Attorney General said it vas a tiny group. 1 said 
It la a bad group and It played a big part yesterday at this meeting as they 
attended but tt was Just like the Columbia University thing. 1 said that was staged 
only about thirty individuals who dosed the university which has thousands of 
students. The Attorney General said they are a pretty clever and effective 
group and have to be watched carefully. I said they are more effective the n 
out and out communists. The Attorney General said they are doing more 
harm. I said they are moving Into every area they can and we have been 
watching them closely and we have some good Informants. The Attorney 
General s a i d he thought that is really vital because they are a dangerous 
igroop. 
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The Attorney General expressed his appreciation and said he would 
khep me posted on this registration of guns. 

Very truly yours. 

J.LH 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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